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Ion-ANTA Playhouse 3/29/64 only. NY Chapter of ANTA presents reading of Eurip- 
ides play with Clarence Derwent,Peggy Wood,Douglas Watson and Aline MdMahon...The 
Pirates of Penzance-President 3/30/54. Second Gilbert & Sullivan production of 10 
week repertory presented by American Savoyards with Rue Knapp,Donald Bush and Norman 
Page.Direoted by Dorothy Raedler...King of Hearts-Lyceum 4/1/54 Elaine Perry presents 
new satirioal camedy by Jean Kerr Cast includes Donald Cook, Jack- 
ie Cooper and David Lewiss Direoted by Walter Kerr...The Girl on Vie Flaminia-48th St 
Theatre 4/1/64. Cifole in Squate production moves uptownee,The Boy With A Cart-Broad- 


Bo 
way Tebernacle 4/4/64 Suhdayé at 5 $0 Als Christopher Fry oaatared Playlet presented 
by Broadway Chapel Players, Dirdoted by Richird Barr. With Florida Friebus,Bill Penn. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Gilbert & Sullivan Repartoty-The 3/23/54, First production of 
American Savoyards was wolouted 37 all but be of NYC daily reviewers. Critics prais- 


ed cast for speaking lines clearly and in goddtll fun. Most agreed that Gilbert's lyrics 
still are gems which can be studied by today's song-writers,. Hawkins, World Telegram 
& Sun, filed a mild pro,noting that the compdny tends more toward freshness than pro= 
fessionalism. While Watt,News,panhed the gtroilp for being merely amateurs giving an 
inadequate imitation of a D'Oyly Carte performance, Majority praised director Doro» 
thy Raedler and cast headed by Noman Page, Sally Knapp and Rue Knapp, Atkinson, 
Times, enjoyed the production in the simil house, though he did have minor complaints. 
Pihodna, Herald Tribune, believes the company deserves an award for revealing what can 
be done when talent canbines with gumptions Coleman Mirror, noted that comeny was 
weakest in the comedy department, but that it's singing is perfect. Watts,Post, sug 
gested an award for realizing that gobd lyriés should be heard. Critie reminded that 
The Mikadr classes its author as immortals, There was a wide difference of opinion 
Whether Rue Knapp was or was not imitating Martyn Green, 


Cyanamide-Davenport 3/23/54. Diverse notices filed on Burt Marnik's new drama 
by Rice, Post and Shanley,Times. Former rated it as the most absor bing off Broadway 
show he has seen since returning to the beat. A drama with social conscience it 
clearly states its simple thesis end takes such a firm stand, with the people and 
their problems ringing true,that you ree) with excitment. But latter critic thought 
that the incidents of ooal miners fighting for olearey air are warped and lack the 
all important ingredient of authenticity. Both okayed performances by Shelia Coonon, 
Miyphae] Constantine and Ceeil Cunningham, Production presented by Tempo Players at 
Davenport, 138 B.27 Wednesday through Sundeys, 


The Infernal Machine- Club Theatre 3/21/84 (lub Theatre's production of Jean 
Cooteau’s Soript, translated by Carl Wildman,was raised by Atkinson, as a cultural 
rite done with intelligence and craftsmanship with gbod actors and versatile direct- 
ion, David Gard, Morgen Holden,Lesley Woods head gast directed by Iza Itkin.e Club 
Theatre at 115 W 52 is ourrently padlocked by Five Dept, (See news note back page) 


Out of Town Tryouts 


The was © and the Loam Juliea Funt's new play, contains the ingredients of a 
successful Broadway 1% jelad beonuse of a weak plot, sums up Eok- 
ord, Othe rwise has oobhinstion witty dialogue,sex,ani good acting. 
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' Off Broadway °! 


5 hour reading of Strange Inter- 
Lude will be presented at New School 
Sunday April 11 by cast which includes 
Franchot Tone, Geraldine Page, Sam Jaffe, 
Charles Nolte,Richard Kiley, It is sched- 
uled to run from 5 to 7 PM and from 8 to 
ll A, 


White Wings by Phillip Barry to be 
produced at Equity Library Theatre Mar 
$l1,Apr 1,2,3.4.eMontserrat by Lillian 
Hellman follows at Equity Library Apr. 
7T-llseeTherese, a drama by Thomas Job 
based on Emile Zola's "Therese Raquin" 
will be performed by 8 40 Theatre on 
April 2-3,9-10 at West Side Wca, 


Flak Heuse, a new play by Leo Penn, 
Girl on Via Fleminia lead, plays April 


-3 at Neighborhood Playhouse School, 
eseRight You Age If You Think You Are 
wilT presented at cooper Union Forum 
April 4.eeTrio Productions and Yale 
Wexler present £ Sound of Hunting at 
Cherry Lane starting Maron 
way Chapel Players production of The 
Boy With A Cart has been extgied.Fry 
play @ seen Sundays through April 
and May, starting April 4, 


Greenwich Mews production of Time 
of Storm attended by 250 students at 
Tifem Cullen Bryant High School at a 
special ‘ied matinee, 


? Vaudeville 


Loew's State will return to a film 
and vaudeville policy on April 17 with 
a stage show featuring Julius La Rosa, 
Archie Bleyer and his orchestra, Wells 
and the Four Fays, and Herbert and 
SaxonsssNew Palace show features Van 
Grona Dancers, Sherman Crowthers, Ben- 
son and Mann, Louis and Oliver Sisters, 
Harris and Shore, Buddy Clayton, and 
the 4 Colleanoss 


Radio City's annual "Glory of 
Easter " pageant starts April 1. Plus 
revue with Arnaut Bros, 

Tune ‘NBC(NYC) Ben Graver 7 30 day 
after opening for "CD" quotes reviews 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


ANT Album, which had been sched- 
uled for closed circuit TV May 23, has 
been postponed until the fall due to 
technical prob lemseee"Angels Audition" 
will start Ap::1 21 on ABC TV with Paula 
Stone as moderator. Staff menbers of 
incoming shows will be interviewed and 
a few scenes from @ show will be pre- 
sented. Audience will be asked to write 
in tis iv viewSeeeCBS TV planning a half 
hour situstion comedy for Celeste Holm. 
eesArthur Schwartz may take oer the 
NRC TV half hour musical series planned 
et first for Rodgers and Hammersteins 


Theatre Records Comments ' 


“The Boys from Syracuse" album 
(Columbia) rates a fine cast of singers 
thet suggests the live theatre more than 
the recording studio,praises Simon,Sat- 
urday Review, Musical arrangements are 
particuler ly fresh and theatrical. 


Round-up of comments on diverse 
poetry and drama records by Breit,Times 
includes-~ "Fry's The Lady's Not for 
Burning( Deooa)- exactly right and exacte 
ly the right matter to record,..Cyrano 
with Jean Arthur-Jose Ferrer-Boris Kar- 
loff( Capitol)-merely competent... Peter 
Pan(Columbia)- expertly and touchingly 
Importance of Being Earnest-with 
John Gielgud, baith pvans-exoert and 
beanti M12, 


Gift Coupon !' 


CRITICAL DIGEST-weekly digests NYC show 
news, reviews,comments|, Tickets, critics 
reports. Drama books,records,theatre on 
TV. SPECIAL SIMMER FEATURES. Perfect 
gift for “stage struck" 52 weeks a year 
310 year. $12.50 foreign. 
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Green Room Department 


CRITICAL the oritics used to agree more often than they do, they 
did so because the playsthey saw then were written very much to a pattern, ex- 
plains Darlingten, Times. They were nearly ell realistic in character and doc- 
tored to a high but level pitch of technic:1 sfficiency. Today public taste 
anG dramatists' practice both have altered. fhe plays being written now are 
more emotional, more imaginative,more experimental, Such plays are bound te 
bring a certain amount of disagreement among critics, Londen reviewer states. 


COLIMN TIPS...Runyon Fund owns 5% of Kismet,thanks to Marion Davies gift, reveals 
Winchell..eCeleste Holm couldn't sing "All or Nothing at All" or "I Can't 
Say No", both from Oklahoma on the Rodgers & Hammerstein TB show, reports 
Walker,beoause the lyrics are banned, 


DOUBLE STANDARDS..,Charge by Brown, Herald Tribune, that critics are more critical 
when judging serious pleys with important themes than when confronted with 
fluff agreed with by Sheaffer,Eagle. While British critio looks upon this as 
a vice, latter oritic sees it as a virtue, It seems only fair to Sheaffer that 
a play should be judged on its own level. The more ambitioua projects should 


be considered in the light of whether they do any sort of justice by their 
subject matter, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..eFolding of Kind Sir two months ahead of schedule points up fact 
once more that there is no such thing as @ dead cinch in current show business 
reminds Sylvester ,News,..Some day a G ilbert & Sullivan troupe will open its 
season with something else than The Mikado,hopes Watts,PosteseThe Golden Apple 
could we a more rousing ending, such as & reprise of Lazy Afternoon, suggests 
Chapmen, News. 


MUSIC & DANCE,.,Herald Tribune music and dance critics have been covering some of 
NY's new musicals. Terry rates Agnes de Mille as co-ster of Girl in Pink Tipe 
for doing a great job of satirizing the kind of spectacle which astounde 
in the 1860's, Dance reviewer also praisedl:i:nya Holmy dance director of The 
Golden Apple for not having a single miss. Thomson fouhd Three Penny Opera 
8 resh because its meaning has survived, while The Golden Apple is fresh 
because it is new and because some of its ways are new, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES.eeKing of Hearts was originally written by Eleanor Brooké in a 
playwriting class of Kerr, director of show and Herald Tribune orities Haw 
kins, World Telegram & Sun reports, Jean Kerr joined Miss Brotke and has been 
working on it for two years. Kerr admitted that his wife doesn't want to argue 
with a director, she wants to TELL him 


' Pros & Cons by TMK’ 


No one is in favor of fire and panic. The Post oritic's hope that a Gil- 
Thus no one can be against the Circle ,or bert & Sullivan company might open théir 
any other theatre, living uw to the Fire progrem some day by NO? doing Bhe aeiface 
and sefety laws. But a question which is one of those pipe dreams that don’ 


certainly deserves an answer is " Why have a chance, Perhaps critics should 
didn’t the Fire Dept voice its compleintse invoke a G &Sstatute of limitations, 

S years agag” Theatre fans can only hope After they have seen The Mikado 25 times 
the Circle finds a permanent and safe they might be excused, 

home quickly, Their success has been 

the cornerstone of the Off Broadway 

impetus this season, 


“Off Broadway" theatres had a hectic week as NYC Fire Department inspectors 
tested their premises against existing city ordinances, Cirole-in-the Square,which 
has been located at 5 Sheridan Square since Feb 1951 was closed down by the Fire 
Department because of inadequate safety facilities. The producers have moved their 
current hit The Girl on the Via Flaminia uptown to the 48th St Theatre starting on 
Thureday April 1, Group 18 Looking for another off-Broadway arena type house to put 
on their future productions , Tickets for Circle production downtown can be ex~ 
changed for tickets at the uptowm theatre, Fire Commissioner Edward F. Cavanagh, jr 
closed Club Theatre's The Infernal Machine,115 W 52, for t:.o second time. Inspectors 
are currently inspecting both uptown and downtown theatres. 


Plays 


Shows that olosed include King ani I, Burz’:: lass, and Kind SireseThe Goldeh 
Apple moves to the Alvin April 20.eeNew Faces '.ud planned to return to pril 18, 


utcanceled engagement because producer Leonard Sillman did not wish it to comp ets 
with the film versiones» "Show Bus" service from Eastern Pennsylvm ia has been 
started by Valley Theatre TourSeseA 32 foot frontage is being added to the Jones 
Beach Marine Amphithteetre which opens June 24 with Guy Lombardo's Arabian Nights, 


People 


Bartlett Robinson, who portrays the delegate from Czechoslovakia in Prescott 
Proposals, will double as the amorous horse oar-line operator in The Girl on Pink 
Tights until former show closes April 3.edfartha Larrimore has taken over Nola 
Day's role of Mother Hare in The Golden AppleseeNoel Coward would like to appear 
in 2 productions of his plays next seasony, played on alternate nights at the same 
theatre...Ralph Meeker was elevated to stay billing in Pionice.dMartin Starr, WINS 
dram reporter,named Hollywood manager of Quigley Publications. 


Other Br oadways 


D'Oyly Carte Opera Company planning a US tour next seasonese "Thuterland", the 
outdoor pageant at Asheville, N.C. will not be presented this year...Porgy and Bess 


production of Dock St Theatre, Charleston, S.C. has been canceled because of a dise 
agreement on segregated seating planses Teahouse of the August Moon will be pre- 
sented at Naha,Okiwana April 21 by US Army Special Services..,London Daily Express 
covered I Am 4 Camera 4 days before its official opening. 


Theatre Book Notes 


John Effrat's 1954 supplement to “Blueprint for Summer Theatre" is now avail- 
able from John Richard Press, 1545 Broadwayeee2srt 2 of Noel Coward's “Future Inde~ 
finite" to be published by Doubleday in July 
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